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Oct 22 


Why we are in Viet Nam 

[Illegible] Soviet [illegible] govt, of N.V. Nam 

expected a revolution - trying to 
End take over South 

Wm the war & Win the peace 

Issue - not to end war or not 
[illegible] 

- issue is how to end the war 

one year ago - stopped bombing; It’s time to assess results. 
Shal l stay -a s long as is just 
No -l ong e r than is just 

Tonight I ta l k of a subj e ct dos e to th e h e arts of -e v e ry American 
T h e- w a r- i n - V ie t Nam : 

II. outline : 

I talk of subject of V. Nam 

On January 20 

1 . I found war for 5 years - 

2. 550,000 Americans No plan to reduce 

3. S. V. Nam training behind schedule 

4. Negotiate in Paris - no offer - 

5. [illegible] 

We needed a - n e w p o licy — a-Gh a ng e i n - p 
new policy 

on several 

This is a complex war - To win the peace 
requires action on several fronts: 


Diplomatically - w e should engaged in initiatives 

1 . We put on table most comprehensive peace proposal - 

2. Lodge met 39 - 

Rog e rs m e t with Dobryn i n — to e nlist Soviets 
There has been no response: 

We had to explore every road : 

Privately -11 times 
Mr. - Rog e rs [ ille gible] 

(1) Before inauguration - 1 offered 

(2) Because Soviet Secty of State talked to Ambassador 
{ 3 )- l - foi low e d up 

In addition to normal channels - I personally spoke to Soviet 
wrote to Ho Chi Minh - 

The result - : one year after bombing - (prisoners) 

— no progress - 
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From experience - I know diplomatic settlement difficult 

History show such wars 
are not ended by settlement 
We proceeded on another track - a plan 

to reduce we have tried escalation 

to end American involvement by helping V. Nam \ we deescalate 
defend itself: The war had been Americanized 
It our plan was to Vietnamize it 

1 . We-Program of training - 

Reduction of 52 
Change of orders 
2r. — T h e r e su l ts hav e il 

2. It is time to evaluate results 

1. Infiltration down 

2. Casualties down 

a. lowest in three years 

3. 60,000 

Now the question where do we go from here? 

(1) We continue to pursue diplomatic 

negotiate 

(1) Ready to di s c uss anything 
except the right of people to 
choose their future free of 
any outside 

The choice: 

(1) Not who is for peace - 

(2) It is how to get it - 

(1) I could have ended - been a hero - 

(2) today I could 

- order withdrawal 
-- order acceptance of Communist 
terms at Peace Table 
It would end the war - lose the peace - 

(we forget) 

(1) We are there because N.V.Nam - tried 

to take over South by force 
supporting a revolution 

(a) the mistakes - we can talk about 

(b) can agree about whether we should have tried 

(2) But we did - if American now after 
40,000 dead accepts defeat it would be a 
[illegible] 
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Withdraw from strength - not weakness 

1 . It would leave S.V. Nam to terror 

2. It would 

increase threat to other Asian Nations 

3. It would encourage the war makers 

4. It would be a blow to confidence in American promises 

5. It would destroy confidence 

(1) Because we failed - meet our responsibility. 


Some Americans choose that 

Lose in V. Nam - bring 

I do not choose it 


This is a time to stand up & be counted 
the issue is not for or against ending the war 

issue is ending war - in a way to win the peace 


This is where we are: 

(1) We shall negotiate 

(2) We shall have a plan - it is 

working (better than I hoped) 

(3) Once the enemy is convinced that 

it will work - the chances for settlement 
increase 

If you are against - want us to lose 
[illegible] yourselves 
If you want us to win the peace 
I ask your support 

A word about election 
I could have ended it 
I could do it now 

(Johnson’s war : Nixon’s war) - is not important 
I want it to be American peace 
I was elected to do what is best 
I believe it is right - 1 shall see it through - 

Peace greater 
This plan will work - [illegible] if Support 

but surely 



